LEGAL ASPECTS OF PUBLISHING YOUR BOOK
Below, we would like to draw your attention to some important legal aspects. Please note, however,
that we are unable to provide legally binding answers and, in particular, that you are responsible for
correct authorship and use of copyrighted materials by third parties.
YOUR CONTRACT WITH US
You will retain your rights as an author with TU Wien Academic Press
Authors of a work who sign the author or editor contract will only be assigning ‘simple’ (not
‘exclusive’) rights of use to TU Wien Academic Press. This means that, in addition to publication with
TU Wien Academic Press, all other distribution and commercialisation options will remain open to
you at all times.
Author or editor contract
Within the framework of project planning for your book, we will send you a contract template to
enable you from the outset to keep track of those aspects that need to be taken into account - e.g.
which CC licence your work should be governed by and which approvals consequently need to be
considered when using copyrighted third-party material. Authors and editors should always pay
special attention to the correct identification, information about and, if necessary, the consent of all
co-authors. These aspects are often particularly important where works created within the framework
of collaborative projects or within the framework of research-led teaching in collaboration with
students are concerned.
The contract must be signed by all authors and editors in the event there are several authors and
editors. It is important that the individual authors in a editor’s compilation are informed about the
relevant legal aspects by the team of editors.
COPYRIGHT AND USE OF THIRD PARTY MATERIALS SUCH AS IMAGES
As with any scientific work, you as the author or editor must ensure that citations for any external
materials are correct (identifying the author).
You must, if necessary, obtain corresponding rights of use from the copyright holder when third-party
materials that are protected by copyright (graphics, photos, logos, illustrations, etc.) are to be used
in the book. Any trademark or industrial property rights must also be treated similarly when a book
is published. Images from image databases (e.g. Shutterstock, Pixelio, etc.) must be documented in
accordance with those agencies’ terms of use.
When obtaining rights of use, it is important that the planned scope of publication is specified
precisely – e.g. an e-book that is planned for publication with TU Wien Academic Press as the
publisher under the CC BY licence and an additional print edition of 300 copies, including any reprints
or subsequent editions.
•

The publisher will be happy to provide a template for obtaining the rights of use required for
publication with TU Wien Academic Press.

We will also be happy to assist you with image searches.
• Please also keep in mind that the acquisition of rights of use may be associated with costs. Please
also read the information about our funding options (information sheet ‘Funding options available
from the publisher’).
•

SELECTION OF THE CC LICENCE FOR YOUR BOOK
As the author, you may choose from two Creative Commons licences (CC licences) (see below).
Your book will then be available for use by third parties under the terms of the licence you choose.
The chosen licence, i.e. which use by third parties you agree to as the author, will be printed in the
book and will also be stated on the website presenting the book.
The publisher recommends the CC BY or CC BY SA options for the publication of your book in line
with the TU Wien’s open access policy.
The most important conditions offered by the CC licences that are available to choose from and
differences between them:

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

CC BY: Attribution
freest Licence
The author must be named.
The work bay be reproduced and distributed.
Commercial use is permitted.
It is permitted to chance the work (the content).
CC BY SA: Attribution – distribution under an identical licence
The Author must be named.
The work may be reproduced and distributed.
Commercial use is permitted.
It is permitted to change the work (the content).
A new work created on the basis of this publication must be licensed under
the same conditions.
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